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THE HIGH PURPOSE OF WAR 

WE art inclintd to talk of war as if it wera 
confined to the human kingdom and within 
the human kingdom. As a matter of dry 
fact, the wars that take place among human 
beings are nothing more than symptoms of the 
universal war that is a mode of the evol* 
utionary process. The world has never been 
without war even in times of so>called peace 
The war spirit is a mode of growing, and 
whether we object to it or not, we are 
constantly taking part in it. 

Much of our living .^1 fee inclined to say 
most of our living -is the result of war. 

Hunting is a mode of war upon the r>atK>n 
of animals. So is vivisection. So also is the 
killing of animals for sacnfice, for food or 
for personal adornment 

Whenever we fashion ugly objects out of 
whatever material, we are making war upon 
the kingdoms involved An ugly building or 
an ugly form of any kind is a monument to 
the triumph of ugbness over beauty The 
whole world is cluttered with monuments to 
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the victory of might over right, to the victory 
of ugliness over beauty. 

The world s worst wars, so far as the 
human kir>gdom is concerned, are not so much 
wars such as we had twenty>five years ago. 
or as we are having today, but the tyrannies 
and injustices and oppressions as between one 
race and another, or>e nation ar>d another, 
one faith and another, one caste or corn* 
munity and another, as between rich and poor 

All these are the wars that are going on 
ail the time, but we do not recognize them 
to be wars, for the simple reason that our so* 
called civilization tolerates them, endows 
them with respectability, declares them 
either not to be wars at all or actually 
righteous wars Thus we indulge in them to 
our heart's content, not only without any dis* 
approval on the part of public opinion, but 
with the knowledge that almost everybody 
else, save |ust a few, is busy doirtg as we are 
doing, is busy killir>g. maiming, persecuting, 
because the majority know no better. 

How absurd to imagine that the war which 
IS now upon us is likely to be the last war if 
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it destroys what we are pleased to call 
Hitlerism t Hitter is only an exaggerated 
edition of most of us. is only the majority of 
us set forth in monstrous terms. We rail 
with indignation against Hitler's treatment of 
the Jews, against his concentration camps, 
against his ruthless oppression of all who can 
be made subject to his might. We are right 
so to rail, and this war. however terrible, 
must not cease until he is no longer the 
menace that he has been arui still is. 

But the high purpose of war is adjustment 

the adjustment of the growing world and 
of the growing individual to the larger life into 
which the world and he must constantly be 
entering. Races, nations and faiths, as well 
as individuals, must take part in this adjust* 
ment if they are so to profit from war that 
some day there shall be no war. 

Races must respect each other's greatness. 
Nations must recognize each other's worth. 
Faiths must cherish each other's sanctity And 
individuals must learn that God has but one 
great family in which the denizens of every 
kingdom of nature are his beloved children 
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If such ■ mighty tdlustment is to b« achiev¬ 
ed. not only must there be the war that is r>ow 
goir>g on. but there must be within each race, 
each nation, each faith, each individual, a war 
the end of which shall be the victory of a 
nobler living. 

The individual must begin with himself If 
some day there is to be no more war, every 
individual must see to it that he is less at war 
with others and more at war with his outworn 
self, so that, bumir>g it upon the fur>eral pyre 
of fulfilment, he becomes ready to wear a 
finer self for the indwelling of his essential 
Godliness 

All honour to those who fight for freedom 
and justice in the armies of Britain, of Poland 
and of France ! Thus indeed are they burning 
away their dross, if such there be. and the dross 
of the world. But even still more honour to 
the individual, whether he be actually enrolled 
in these armies or not. who enrolls himself 
ursder the flag of Universal Brotherhood, fights 
against the insistencies of his lower r^ature. and 
of public outworn codes of living, and makes 
no more war upon his brethren anywhere. 
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Such as h« ara those who are making the 
world safe for the Urwersal Brotherhood 
which was Its beginning and will be its end 
They are the real fighters, and because they 
have learned to conquer themselves, they 
have become fit to conquer the world for 
peace and happiness 

But so long as any other iniquities persist, 
the mere evil of inter>human strife must also 
persist, since there is but the orse Iniquity of 
Cruelty, and the spirit of it must needs also 
find expression in the wars which we are 
accustomed to look upon as wars. Under 
the great Truth of the Unity of Life, disease 
anywhere is in fact disease everywhere Iniq¬ 
uity anywhere breeds iniquity everywhere 
Only the abandonment of wrong m all its 
aspects can release a firsal victory for 
Right. 

ft is well that we should fight wrong wher¬ 
ever we are able to perceive it It is better 
to fight wrong anywhere than not to fight 
wrorsg at all It is better to fight Hitler and 
his frightfulness, even though we may be 
entirely blind to the fact that in us there is 
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atso frightfulness If we attack disease any¬ 
where. we are 8ttackir>g it everywhere 

But we can never free the world from the 
Hitler spirit, which I insist is not the spirit of 
the German people, until its counterpart in 
ourselves is seen face to face and fought 
with that spint of triumphant determination 
With which the three great peoples of Britain. 
Frar>ce and Poland are fighting the great 
darkness that overshadows so much of Europe 
today. 

Every irsdividual who becomes a friend of 
all creatures instead of their enemy, who 
ceases to practise cruelty in all its forms, 
thus enrolls himself in that growing army of 
righteousness which shall some day make the 
world safe, r>ot so much for democracy, as 
for the universal reign of Reverence. Good¬ 
will. and Compassion. 

GEORGE S. ARUNDALE 
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